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The Garage was designed as an in

terim solution for a permanent tech
nology center in the Silicon Valley. 

It is "temporary" like Frank Gehry's 

Temporary Contemporary Museum 

of Art . The facility was designed by 

A+O Studio, an interior architecture 
and industrial design studio in San 

Francisco whose principle is Aura 

Oslapas, an alumna of Cranbrook, 

Burdick group and Esprit. 

The Garage is an informal learning 
center for children and adults. The 

design team steered clear of high 

tech cliches in order to present an 

accessible experience. The hall is 
divided into six areas related directly 

to techonologies centered in the 

Bay Area-microelectronics, bio
technology, robotics, materials, 

space and advanced bicycletechnol

ogy. Each area includes a curved 

white "textbook "wall with infor
mational graphics, interactive ex

hibits and videos. The exhibits will 

change annually. To keep up with 

the fast pace of change, every area 
has a panel of flashing electronic 

headlines and a bulletin board for 

constantly changing news on re
lated topics. There is a "Tech Shop" 

which sells items that relate to the 
six exhibit areas as well. 
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The San Francisco chapter of AlGA 

is the second largest in the country, 
behind New York, with 450 mem

bers. Each year they sponsor a vari

ety of evening events for members 

and the design community. These 
vary from informal studio tours to 

panel discussions to lectures that 

draw nationally and internationally 

acclaimed designers and design re

lated professionals. An upcoming 
symposium on environmental issues 

is scheduled for July 1991. In con
junction with that, 50 graphic de

signers have been asked to design 

one color posters (with environmen
tally friendly inks) on recycled paper. 

This project is in anticipation of how 
designers will respond to severe 
resource limitations in the future . 
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